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Society: Notes and Comment

NOTES AND COMMENT
DE SOTO QUADRICENTENNIAL M ARKER

On May 30, 1539 Hernando De Soto landed in
Florida to begin an exploration which for the first
time carried white men through a large part of our
country and across the Mississippi river. There is
no doubt that the expedition disembarked in Tampa
harbor, but no proof has come down to us to show
where it landed and the site will probably never
be known.
Four hundred years afterwards to the day the
National Society of Colonial Dames of America in
the State of Florida, of which Mrs. Richard Daniel
is president and Mrs. W. S. Manning honorary
president, dedicated a granite marker on the shore
of Tampa bay in commemoration of that important
event in Florida’s and our nation’s history. It was
placed on Shaw’s Point, designated by the United
States De Soto Expedition Commission as the most
likely site of the landing. An address was made
by Mr. Herbert Lamson, former secretary of the
Florida Historical Society and past president of the
Jacksonville Historical Society. Dr. John R. Swanton of the Bureau of Ethnology, Smithsonian Institution, and chairman of the Commission, was an
honored guest and spoke also. Mr. G. B. Knowles
accepted the marker on behalf of the city of
Bradenton.
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FLORIDA PHI BETA KAPPA ORATION

President Hanna was invited to make the Phi
Beta Kappa public oration at the University on
May 8. He spoke upon the efforts of numerous
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agents sent to Havana by the State Department in a
fruitless endeavor to secure the Spanish land records of her Florida colonies, to be given the United
States under the treaty of cession-a narrative of
years of Spanish procrastination, subterfuge, continuous prevarication or just plain lying, intrigue,
and bribery ; of which our own representatives, with
some justification, were not wholly free. The address will appear in a volume of similar historical
papers published as a memorial to Dr. James Alexander Robertson.
THE NEW YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The growth of the many state and local historical
societies throughout the country interests us, and
it is a satisfaction to feel that we too are going
forward steadily.
On March 31 last, the enlarged and improved home
of the New York Historical Society was dedicated,
and the Florida Historical Society was, on invitation, represented by Mr. Edwin Pugsley, one of our
members. Taking for granted your interest in the
history of our country and hence in that of its chief
city, it is suggested that those who are in New York
this summer will find a visit to this building, Central
Park West, as pleasing and worthwhile as anything
at the Fair. Two wings have been added at an
expenditure of $4600,000, and the larger part of
the entire building is given over to the museum and
the library, both of which are of extraordinary interest and contain relics and historical material relating to the early history of the United States as
well as of New York. In fact, there is much Floridiana there which we do not possess in our own
library!
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